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“An Unexpected Duty” 
by 

Andrew Kooman 
 

What Jack is about to deploy overseas with the US Army for a 12-month stint. After a 
week of what Eva thinks is a terrible stomach flu, Jack insists that they see a 
doctor. Congratulations and shock are prescribed when they discover that 
instead of falling prey to bad batch of chicken wings, Eva is in fact pregnant and 
Jack is about to become a deployed father. 
Themes: Father’s Day, Military Families, Love, Marriage, Children, Babies, 
God’s Timing 

 
Who Jack, late 20s  

Eva, mid 20s 
  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Eva in comfortable clothing 
Jack in Army uniform  
An old National Geographic magazine 

 
Why Psalm 127:3 
 
How Three Norman Rockwell photographs are referenced for the skit but don’t need 

to be present on stage. If the church or venue has the technical capacity, the 
three images can be shown on screen when Jack describes them to Eva. 
However, the photographs can also be left to the imagination.  
The photographs are: 
1. “The Runaway” 
2. “At the Doctors” 
3. “The American Way WWII Soldier” 

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Jack and Eva are sitting in a Doctor’s office, waiting. 

Jack: What is it about doctors’ offices that makes them think their art work 
and their interior designs can be so out of date? Is it on purpose? Is 
there no one in the office assigned the task to update the magazine 
rack? 

Eva: Can you imagine what our premiums would be if they had to keep their 
magazines up to date? Forget pre-existing conditions, try to guarantee a 
current People magazine!  

Jack: Look at this! National Geographic. “Daniel Boone, First Hero on the 
Frontier.” Sounds interesting, right?  

He holds up the magazine cover for her to see. 

Jack: December 1985. 

Eva: Get out of here! 

Jack: I’d say if the magazines in your clinic are from the 80s, I should have the 
right to ask to see your medical license! 

Eva: It’s silly that we’re here in the first place.  

Jack: You’ve been sick all week. 

Eva: It was those chicken wings your sister made. I knew I should never have 
touched them.  

Jack: He had you take a pregnancy test, Eva. 

Eva: They always do as a precaution. 

Jack: If you say so. I like the wall art though.  

Eva: The Norman Rockwells? How old school.  

Eva brings her feet onto the chair and tucks her head onto her knees. 

Jack: Look at this one.  

Eva: I can’t, my head is spinning. Describe it to me. 

Jack: Well, the first one’s got a young boy holding his pants down as he looks 
closely at the doctor’s credentials hanging on the office wall while the 
doctor prepares the syringe for an inoculation.  

Eva: Don’t talk about needles. 
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Jack: The one beside it is the one of the boy with a walking stick lying on the 
floor. There’s a red handkerchief tied to the end of it that’s filled with all 
his worldly belongings.  

Eva: My dad has that on his wall at home. 

Jack: He’s sitting beside a police officer in a diner. The cop is smiling down at 
the boy, and they’re gonna order a milkshake. It’s like he’s intervened, 
saved the little 9-year-old from the dangerous life of a runaway. 

Eva: There’s one of a soldier to. 

Jack: Yeah. I’ve never seen it before. He’s decked out in combat gear. Helmet 
on. His khaki greens clean and ironed. His rifle’s on the floor beside his 
polished leather boots. Would you look at that? This guy’s on a stump 
on the porch, smiling at his little girl, who’s dressed in a light blue 
sundress, her feet dangling in the air. Babe, look. 

Eva: I can’t. 

Jack:  Their knees are touching and her mouth is open mid-bite.  

The doctor enters, but neither of them notice. 

 He’s about to go off and save America, save the world from tyranny, but 
before he goes he’s stopped to feed her some breakfast. Isn’t that 
sweet? Stopped to do something so ordinary and loving and selfless. It 
could be the last thing he’ll ever do for his daughter, the last memory 
they’ll ever share. She probably doesn’t even know it, hasn’t even 
thought about what the days ahead will bring.  

Doctor: She shouldn’t have too. 

Jack turns around and smiles, sheepishly. Eva looks up. 

Jack: Hey doc. 

Doctor: Jack, you might want to sit down. 

Eva: Why? 

Doctor: Jack, you’re gonna be a father. 

Eva: What? 

Doctor: Eva, you’re pregnant. 
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Eva: Sorry, doctor, but I don’t think this is possible. This is just a bad case of 
stomach flu. Jack is deploying overseas for 12 months, so I can’t be 
pregnant. 

Doctor: Well, you are. I’ll give you the room, to let this news settle for a minute. 
But let’s get you back in here in about four weeks to make sure 
everything’s going well. Congrats again! And Jack, thank you for your 
service. 

The doctor exits. They both have a stunned look. 

Eva: Jack? 

Jack: I’m gonna be a father? 

Eva starts to laugh.  

Eva: Timing is everything! 

Jack: I can’t believe it!  

Jack rushes to Eva and gives her a hug.  

Eva: You know, when you were describing that painting of the soldier, I was 
imagining you. 

Jack: I get to be a dad! 

Eva: Well let me be first to say it since you’ll be away in June. Happy Father’s 
Day, my love. 

Lights fade. 
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